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Author Notes

Arthur Asher Miller (October 17, 1915 — February 10, 2005) was an American playwright, essayist, and
prominent figure in twentieth-century American theatre. His most popular plays were “All My Sons” (1947),
“Death of a Salesman” (1949), “The Crucible” (1953) and “A View from a Bridge” (1955). He also wrote
several screenplays and was noted for his work on “The Misfits” (1961). “Death of a Salesman” is often named
in the list of America’s greatest plays.

Miller was a high profile public figure, especially during the late 1940s
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, testified before the House Un-Am
married to Marilyn Monroe. In 1980 he received the St. Louis Literar
Library Associates. He received the Praemium Imperiale in 2002 and the

s and early 1960s. He was
Activities Committee and was
ard from the St Louis University
lem priz@in 2003.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The play was written at the height of McCarthyism: the hunt for alleged Communists by Senator Joe McCarthy.
This was done by appearances before the House Un-American Activities Committee. When Miller applied in
1956 for a routine renewal of his passport the Committee used the opportunity to subpoena him to appear.
Before doing so, Miller asked the committee not to ask him to name names, to which the chairman, Francis E
Walter, agreed.

When Miller attended
committee a detailed a

aeeémpanied him, risking her own career, he gave the
jvities. Reneging on the chairman's promise, the committee

Miller's experience with t
interested in the highly pu

affected him throughout his life. In the late 1970s, he became very
zed Barbara Gibbons murder case, in which Gibbons' son, Peter Reilly, was
convicted of his mother, er based on what many felt was a coerced confession and little other evidence.
Two television station ced episodes about the murder, postulating that part of the reason Miller took such
an active interest (including supporting Reilly's defence and using his own celebrity to bring attention to
Reilly's plight) was because he had felt similarly persecuted in his run-ins with the HUAC. He sympathised
with Reilly, whom he firmly believed to be innocent and to have been railroaded by the Connecticut State
Police and the Attorney General who had initially prosecuted the case.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chairman_Dies_of_House_Committee_investigating_Un-American_activities.jpg
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GENRE

The Crucible is a tragic historical drama that employs allegory. Miller said the play is taken from history. He
said: “No character is in the play who did not take a similar role in Salem, 1692.” Miller did take some liberties,
however. He changed Abigail’s age to 17 years old instead of 11 years old and imagined a doomed romance
between her and John Proctor.

Rarely has a play had a more pointed contemporary parallel. A play about a witch hunt, it is pointed at the
‘witch hunt’ that was the McCarthyism of the era, when, in the frenzy to discover communists, investigators
offered witnesses the same kind of impossible choices that faced the alleged@Mitches in Salem. Agree to the
charges and you will be condemned. Deny them and refuse to co-opera you will be condemned. This
forms the basis of the tragedy in the play, setting the conditions for John or to choose integrity over life.




